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ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1969 


TO / THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE CWMAMMAN URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 


Mr.Chairman and Members, 


I present my report on the Environmental Health 
of Cwmamman Urban District for 1969. 


Dr.Herbert retired in July after many years 
service and is much missed. 


I would like to express my gratitude to 
Mr. J. D. I. Evans, Clerk to this Council, Mr. G. A. Mahoney, 
Surveyor/Public Health Inspector and the staff for the help 
given to me on taking up my appointment, and for their continuing 
support in the work of the Health Department. 


Your obedient Servant, 


MARGARET STEANE 
Medical Officer of Health. 


1. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
In 2016 with funding trom 
Wellcome Library — 


https://archive.org/details/o28839791 


CWMAMMAN URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 


PUBLIC HEALTH AND HOUSING COMMITTEE 


Councillor John Walters, Chairman. 
Councillors - Gwynfryn Davies, B.A., B.Sce, 
R. Glyndwr Thomas 
C. A. Gwyn Lewis, F.R.I.C.S-, 
D. T. Moelwyn Rees 
Rees Walters 
We. R. Murphy 
We od. Davies, A.C.1.S. 
R. Bevan 
D. Davies 
G. Williams 
Mrs. M. W. Hopkin-Thomas 
Egwad Rees 
Le. G. Craddock 
P. Griffiths 


PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
Medical Officer of Health 
Gwladys M. Herbert, M.R.C.S.-, L.R.C.P., D.P.He 
Retired July 15th 1969. 


Margaret Steane, M.Be, CheB., D.P.H. 
Commenced September 1st 1969. 


Public Health Inspector 
Mr. Ge Ae Mahoney, M.R.S.H., M.A.P.H.Ie, M.RoLlePsHeHe 


Clerical Assistant 
Miss &. E. Lewis 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
Area of District - 756 acres. 
Estimated Mid-year population - 1969 - in Cwmamman 4 4050. 
in Carmarthenshire 163,600. 
in England & Wales 48,826,800. 


No. of persons/acre in Cwmamman - 5.35 


Number of Council Houses ~ 269 
Number of Private dwellings - 1,098 
Number of dwellings for the 

elderly ~ 3h 


Number of dwellings completed during 1969 ; 
(a) By the Council - 8 


(b) By private builders - Nil. 


Rateable value £66,911. 
Net Product of a penny rate £249.951. 
Number of burial grounds in Cwmamman 5 


None are owned by the Council. 


The population of Cwmamman continues to decline slowly. 
Between the years 1964 and 1969 there is a loss of 150 persons. 


Population. 


| Number of persons 
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VITAL STATISTICS 


BIRTHS. 


Ter t Line eee oar or ore 


ain 


| | Male! Fenale Total Carnartivnshire pes 


19 | 16 35 2,029 


| Live births | Legitimate 


Tllegitimatee O} 2 | 2 104 
SS Be Sa aoe 


1 29 
0 2 1,707 | 
ol 
4 34 10,662 ! 
Total Live 36 2,058 740 5055 
and 
| Still Birth: 2 106 | 68,149 


LIVE BIRTH RATE, ETC. 


Cwnamman | Carmarthenshire | England and 


| Live births hs sper 1,000 home 9o1 
population (‘Crude Rate) 
Area Comparability Factor 1614 


‘Local Adjusted rate 10.4 
Ratio of local adjusted rate 
to national rate 0.64 


Tllegitimate live births as a 
percentage of all live birhts 5.0 


STILL BIRTH RATE. 


ca Sa aa Taal 
Pee eatperene cee , mngland and 


Wales. 


Still Births per 4,000 total 
live and still births 26 
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| 
MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE. 


There were no deaths resulting from childbirth or pregnancy 
in 1969. 
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DEATHS OF INFANTS. 


| | England 
{ Male} Female! TotaliCarmarthenshire!& Wales. 


Legitimate 1 ) 1 37 12,694 


O 0) O 2 1,703 


Illegitimate 
14,397 


Under 4 months Legitimate 


Illegitimate ; 
Under 1 week Legitimate 25 7,266 
Tllegitimate 2 966 
| Total 27 8,232 
i 
INFANT MORTALITY RATE 
| England & 
Cwmamman } Carmarthenshire Wales. 


Deaths under 1 yr.per 1000live pileths 27 
Deaths df legitimate infants under 


1 yr per 1000 legitimate births | 29 ’ 18 : 17 
“Deaths of illegitimate infants 3 
under 1 yreper 1000 illegitimate fe) 19 25 


live births 


| Neonatal mortality rate 
Deaths under 4 wks/1000 live birt 


Early Neonatal mortaility rate = 


Deaths under 1 wk./1000 live 


births 


Perinatal mortaility rate 

Still births and deaths under 4 ae 27 23 
wk.combined per 1000 total live 

still births. 


De 


DEATHS IN 1969 


England and 
Wales 


579 ,463 


Carmarthenshire 


All ages 


DEATH RATES ETC. ALL AGES 


Deaths per 1000 home 
population (Crude rate) 


} Area comparability factor 1202 
Local Adjusted rate 16.8 
Ratio of local adjusted \ 
rate to national rate 1041 1225 


67 deaths occurred in Cwmamman in 1969, a rise over the 
previous year of 9. 


Of the 67, forty occurred between the ages of 65 and 74 
years, and 25 occurred at the age of 75 or over. 


4% deaths occurred from cardio vascular causes, i.e. 64.17% 


There were 11 deaths from malignant neoplasms, i.e. 16.41% 
of all deaths. There was one death from malignancy of the bronchus. 


Deaths due to carcinoma of the lung are rising annually in 
Britain, and in 9 out of every 10 such deaths, cigarette smoking is 
believed to be responsible. No effort should be spared, therefore, in 
attempting to persuade the public to abandon this lethal habit. 
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CAUSES OF DEATH IN 1969. 


ALL AGES 


snost 


Malignant Neoplasm -— Stomach 


Malignant Neoplasm - Intestine 
Malignant Neoplasm, Lung,Bronchus 
Malignant Neoplasm, Breast 

Other malignant Neoplasms 

Diabetis Mellitus 

Other diseases of nervous system etc. 


Chronic Rheumatic Heart Disease 
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Hypertensive Disease 


—_ 
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TSchaemic Heart Disease 


oO 


Other forms of heart disease 

Cerebro vascular disease 

Other diseases of circulatory system 
Influenza 

Bronchitis and emphysema 

Asthma 

Other diseases of respiratory system 
Cirrhosis of Liver 
Other diseases of digestive system 
Other cause of perinatal mortality 
All other accidents 
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NOTIFIABLE DISEASES. 


During 1969 two cases of measles were notified. 


Food Poisoning 


No cases of food poisoning were notified in 1969. 
Tuberculosis. 


One case of respiratory tubercle - an adult was notified. 
There were no deaths from tuberculosis. 


The following table relates to the whole county. of Carmarthenshire. 
The separate figures for Cwmamman are not available. 


PR TM ae YY 
1969 11968 ana 16 years 


| Triple Antigen : 910] 673] 155 


Tetanus 9? 48 


a= 


ss 


Although diphtheria and poliomyelitis are now 
comparatively rare diseases, cases still occur, and every parent 
should make sure their children are immunised at the appropriate 
times. It should be realised that these illnesses could be contracted 
whilst on holiday abroad. 
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SMALLPOX VACCINATION 


—) 


Number Number 
Vaccinated Re-vaccinated 


Age at date of vaccination 


Under 1 year 
4 su 
Daa ee at 
Di = ipM 
In view of the great popularity of Internati: -7 
travel, much of it by air - and the consequent Fisk: of 


contact with cases of smallpox, the general public would be well 
advised to keep up their immunity to this disease by periodic vaccination. 


B. C. G Vaccination 


Number skin tested 
"Found negative | 150 1242 


wt Vaccinated 


Mass Radiography. 


No visit was paid to the area during the year. 
Meals on Wheels 


The Meals on Wheels service continues thanks to the 
local volunteers and to Mrs. L. Davies, who arranges the 
distribution twice a week to elderly people in need. The 
preparation of the meals is carried out at the Amman Valley Hospital. 


The average number of people in receipt of meals each 
week is 22 anda total of 1466 meals were served during the 
financial year 1969/70, at a cost of £213. 14. 3d, of which £61. 13. @. 
is borne by this Council. The cost of the meal to the recipient 
is 1/3d. per meal. 
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SECTION 4.7, NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1 ° 


No action was required under this section, Which enables persons in need 
of care and attention to be removed to suitable premises, 


FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS - FACTORIES ACT 1961. 


Part 1 of the Act. 


4. INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health - 1969 
(including inspections made by the Public Health Inspector. 


Number 
Premises on Occupiers 
Register | Inspections Prosecuted 


(4) Factories in which 
Sections 1,2,3,4 and 6 5 44, 
are to be enforced by 
Local Authorities, 

(ii)Factories not included 
in (i) in which Section 2 8 
7 is enforced by the 
Local Authority. 


(iii. ) Other premises in which 
Section 7 is enforced by 
the Local Authority 
(excluding outworkers' 


premises). 


2. Cases in which defects were found. 


¥ 


Particulars Number of cases in which defects Number of 
were found. cases in 
which | 
prosecutions 
were 
instituted, 


Want of Cleanliness (51) 
~ Overcrowding (S82. 
Unreasonable température 
nadequate ventialation 
neffective drainage of 
floors (56 


Sanitary Convenicnces (57 Papel 
ts Insufficient. 
4 


(bo) Unsuitable or defective 
(c) Not separate for sexes. — 


Other offences against the 
Act (including offences not 
relating to outwork, 


TOTAL. 4 4 | | 


— 
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SANITARY  ALMTNISTRATION, 


WATER SUPPLY. 


The Authority provided an adequate and satisfactory supply throughout 
their area for the period under review. Arrangements had been made during 
the latter quarter of the year, to proceed with renovation work to the 
chlorinators at the service reservoirs, together with the overall and 
replacement of valves on the distribution system. scttention was paid to 
water wastage by means of leak detection, and as a consequence, a marked 
saving of water resulted. 


There were submitted to the Public Health Laboratory, twenty nine 
bacteriological samples for examination, all of which were satisfactory. 


During periods of prolonged fine weather, because of the nature of the 
source of the Authority's water supply, it was found necessary to draw 
supplementary water to the service reservoirs, this being obtained from 
the Loughor Joint Water Board. 


DRAINAGE AND SEVWAGE, 


As in previous years, effluent treatment was undertaken at the 
Amman Walley Joint Sewerage Board at Garnswllt. No serious defects 
occurred in the Authority's main drainage system. During the period under 
review the main additions to the system were the new premises constructed 
at Hendre Road. 


RIVER POLLUTION. 


No cases of pollution of the river were reported. However, as in 
previous years, the indiscriminate tipping of mainly domestic rubbish, was 
still observed at some points along the river banks. 


PUBLIC CLEANSING — Dry Refuse. 


The Authority maintained twice weekly collection of domestic refuse. 
The new refuse vehicle functioned as was intended, and because of the 
closed nature of the vehicle, the collection is made under more enhanced 
sanitary conditions. The Authority, during the period, are reviewing the 
possibility cf introducing the ‘paper sack’ system of refuse storage and 
disposal. 


For reasons only known to the culprits, indiscriminate tipping and 
dumping of domestic refuse is still prevalent within the Authority's 
district, and it is disappointing to note that very little use has been 
made of the facilities provided by the Council for the disposal of articles, 
as legislated by the Civic Amenities Act. 


SANITARY INSPECTIONS OF AREA, 


Dumber ef DUnspeetions made for Niisance sscsseccceccccccccssceocsen 34 
Number of Informal Notices served COCCHLC HOHE HO HHL OLEHRE LESSEE SE LCS 14 
Pemaser Ot tatbLOry MOLVCOS SCEVEH ascseeduess voueeveseccesepoues 3 
Number Or Water Leakage PnspectionsS, casseveccesdeesecccccecsasssea 220 
Pune Of water dicckage NOLIGSS vases cndscoveseecerscrcovesevces 1. 


SPECIAL CLASSES OF PREMISES SUBJECT TO CONTROL OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES, 


There are no common lodging houses in the area, nor are there any 
registered houses let in lodgings. 
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HOUSING. 


He (a) Inspection of houses during the year:- 
Total nunber of dwelling houses inspected for housing defects 
lumder Publie Health ‘and Housing Act —..cscécesecsscovcsceuns 
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose ...esseecess 


Ze Number of dwelling houses found to be in a state so 
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for 
human habitation SGeeccecoexeconscooeeoeeeaeeaeeeeoeeneoeoaoeeeeeeoe 


3. Number of houses found to be not in all respects fit for 
human habitation Seoeecseteseoeeeecevnecevvsecevvereresteeceevoeeoee@ 


Remedy of Defects during the year without service of formal notice. 


Number of defective dweliing houses rendered fit during the 


year in consequence of jnforwal action by Local Authority of 
their Officers co>euctesanescxsH#9 @©e©eoeosoovooneoeeeomseeeteoscovanseeoeoeespeosve soe 


Action Under Statutory Powers during the year. 
(a) Proceedings under Section 9,10 and 12 of the Housing Act, 1957. 


4. Nurbe~ of dwelling houses in respect of which notices were 
Sot CecoCun PIMs LOCGS LO De LEMeCCled ceepe case evovesecns ea 


2e Number of awelling nouses in which defects were made fit 
for service of formal notice SCOeeOCer eH OCHOA eC eT OA SO RLESERC 


(b) Proceedings under Public Health Act. 


1° Nurbcr of dweliing houses in respect of which notices 
Wome eemvecderogquiming GerecEs iG Inc mMemeClcd en cccanvceecoess 


ee Number of dwelling houses in which defects were remedied 
after service of formal notice ecoeeeeeeeneseecoceoeesoeeveeveegce end 


30 
52 


AZ 


mil 


nil 


nil 


(c) Proceedings under Section 17, 18, 23, and 24 off the Housing Act. 


Number of dwelling houses in respect of which 
Demolition Orders were made Ceoceeseeeeceseoeseeveenseveseses 


HOUSING ACT, 1957 - Part IV Overcrowding. 


(a) 41. Number of houses overcrowded at the end of the year s.cocos 

2 Number of families dwelling therein eocoeeeeresrsceeceeoesensd 
Da UMpemOn persons; dwelling EHSTSIN os. o<csssecames sence eee 
1. Number of houses occupied for the first time in 1968 ,.... 


(b) 4. Number of new cases of overcrowding reported during 


the year esooecveveoea Beeseoeeocoe eve eseeoaevnvevpee oe oe eeees8Beeeenene 


(c) 4. lumber of cases of overcrowding relieved 
during the year @eseeoevovneeoeee 8882 


Ze) ities ef Hamuies Gwelline therein .e.ceecesececececsscse 


Caravan Sites. 


During the period, the two caravan sites within the urban area were 
subject to periodic inspection, and efforts were exerted to impress upon 


the respective owners to undertake work of improvement at the sites, 
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MEAT AND OTHER FOODS. 


There are no licensed slaughterhouses in the area, No complaints were 
received during the period with regard to the fitness of the meat sold 
Within the area, and a good relationship exists with the respective traders. 


BAKEHOUSES. 


Number of bakehouses in the area registered CCOCoSCCOCCCe RAC CAXMEOSHOSED CO 2 


Number of INSpECtLONsS MACE ssasccecesiosecsesenscec: dsieccceccesesseceslO 
INFECTIOUS DISEASES, 

Number of houses fumigated after causes of infectious diseases ..... nil. 
CONTROL OF RATS AND MICE, 


Attention was given to the baiting of these rodents, throughout the 
twelve months, Because of the efficiency of the operator, quite good 
results were obtained, and the difficulties of controlling these rodents 
are, as in past years, the indiscriminate tipping of household refuse, 
together with the fact that the course of the River Amman travels through 
the district. This affords the rodents with natural cover and breeding 
areas, 


As in previous years, the Authority was called upon to eradicate a 
number of bees and wasps' nests from premises in the area, 


ANALYSIS OF FOOD PREMISES AND INSPECTIONS. 


Nature of Trade. No, of inspections, 
Butchers shops. dy 42 
Groceries and De eySeOnes 10 Ze. 
General shops 48 24 
Milk retailers. 3 7 
Ice Cream Premises. Tl 23 


No serious complaints were received from members of the public, with 
regard to the food trade within the area, and good relationship exists 
between the public and such traders. 
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